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Goal:
Old-growth forests, ancient forests and forest
reserves are attractive and rewarding outdoor
laboratories to study diverse topics in forest
ecology. This summer school offers scientific
training for Master and PhD students interested in old-growth forests, and for Ukrainian
scientists working in this field. The goal is to
bring together a group of individuals which
are motivated to learn from specialists in forest ecology, remote sensing, animal ecology,
biodiversity and data management, and to
contribute to an inspiring atmosphere.

Location:
The summer school will take place in
a comfortable guest house in Nyzhnje
Selyshche. Nyzhnje Selyshche is a
small town close to Khust in Transcarpathia, the westernmost region of
Ukraine.
Within Transcarpathia, the Carpathian
Biosphere Reserve (CBR) harbors the
largest old-growth European Beech
Forest. This forest is part of the UNESCO World Heritage ‘Ancient and Primeval Beech Forests of the Carpathians and Other Regions of Europe’.
One of many notable features in Transcarpathia are the wooden churches,
that were erected only with wooden
nails. We will be able to visit one of
these churches during the field-trip.

Format
The focus of the summer school is on project work in small groups (about 50% of the
time, including some field work). Moreover, the week includes introductory lectures on different facets of old-growth forest research. The highlight will be a field trip to the largest
old-growth European beech forest (100 km2). There will be ample opportunity for discussing your own research with specialists from different disciplines to gain new insight and to
acquire new perspectives. The summer school is also a great opportunity for intercultural
exchange, and you will get an impression of a beautiful European country, its nature,
culture and history.

Audience
This summer school primarily targets Master and PhD students in environmental sciences, biology, geography and forestry. At least 5 places are reserved for students from
Ukraine. Moreover, scientists working in Biosphere or National Park administrations or in
forest research in Ukraine are welcome to attend. All participants must provide proof of
being able to follow a lecture in English, and to express themselves in a discussion. Basic
knowledge of the R programming language is a plus.
Attendance is limited to 20 participants

Special offer for Ukrainian participants: You are encouraged to participate. If you need
to brush up your English before the summer school, please contact us early so we can
check what training you need. We are willing to make arrangements to improve your
English, at no or very low cost.

Tentative Program
Sunday, 2.9.18

Arrival until 4 p.m., in the evening short introductory presentation of each participant

Monday, 3.9.18

Lectures, walk in the village of Nyzhnje Selyshche

Tuesday, 4.9.18

Hike in the old-growth beech forest in Mala Uholka, visit to a 10
ha research plot

Wednesday, 5.9.18

Field work and work on own projects

Thursday, 6.9.18

Project work, discussion groups

Friday, 7.9.18

Project work, project presentations, closing party in the evening

Saturday, 8.9.18

Departure

The course fee is 200 € for students from outside of Ukraine, 20 € for Ukrainian scientists, and free of charge for Ukrainian students. The fee includes food and lodging, course
material and the excursions including necessary transports. Transports from Lviv to Nyzhnje Selyshche and from Nyzhnje Selyshche to Lviv will be arranged at low cost.

Successful attendance of the summer school qualifies for 2 ECTS credit points - however
the acceptance of these ECTS-points must be decided by your university.
For any inquiries, contact the main organizer Peter Brang, (brang@wsl.ch).
More information is accessible under:
www.wsl.ch/en/about-wsl/events/courses/summer-school-old-growth-forest-research.
html

Schedule:
15 May: Submission of applications
30 June: Notification of acceptance

Application and registration:
To register, fill the form accessible at the website and mail it until May 15th 2018 to
roksolana.petrovska@wsl.ch

Organizing Comittee:
Dr. Peter Brang, Christian Ginzler, Dr. Martin Gossner, Dr. Martina Hobi, Roksolana Petrovska, Dr. Nataliia Rehusch, Jonas Stillhard
Swiss Federal Research Institute WSL, Birmensdorf, Switzerland
Prof. Dr. Vasyl Lavnyy
Ukrainian National Forestry University UNFU, Lviv, Ukraine
Dr. Vasyl Pokynchereda
Carpathian Biosphere Reserve CBR, Rakhiv, Ukraine
Prof. Dr. Thibault Lachat
Bern University of Applied Sciences HAFL, Zollikofen, Switzerland

See you in Nyzhnje Selyshche!

